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Policy Regarding the Return of Seized German Documents

Introduction

1. The United States Goverrment currently holds various
categories of German Documents, i;cludihg books, manuscripts,
£ilms and other similar materials, regardless of physical form or
characteristic, seized during or after Wﬁrld War II. As used in
this paper the word “documents" does not include such interests as
literary, artistic, or industriallrights. Many of these materiéls
are held subject to understandings with the British (such as the
Bissell=-Sinclair agreement) that joint Anglo~American approval will be
required for any action taken with regard to disposing of the documents.
Consultation will therefore be had with appropriate British authorities
in a1l cases where such an understanding applies. This cénsultation
may relate to the disposal, use, or cost of maintenance, of these
materials,
o, Allied rights to seized German documents derive from these
sources:
a. Provisions of Article 53 of the Annex to the Hague Convention IV,
1907, which would cover the seizure of materials belonging to the
German State seized on or prior to May 8, 19L5 (de facto end of
Hostilities) and which could have been used for military operations.
These
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m”my de ntaimﬂ ag wer booty,
b. TACT legistation mithorizing tha setsurs of certain
. Jerman dmmu. The ohlef empétments Weve: ACC
Law #2, October 12, 1945y ACC Directive £18, Novembar
12, 19451 ADC Order 44, Lay 13, 194%5; and ACC Law 934,
August 26, 1946, cmf 62 the documdnts now tn A11ied
control were solzed wler the provisions of s:ah !liied
o legisiation., - Thess ACC Yawe, orders, and direotives
mro almed in the main at the codfisention of National
- Mdiﬂmﬂhﬁ& materfrls and niiftary or para-
, m&litary !ccumﬂntl prrsuant to tha poilcy of w1ithe
‘“* drawing amd -mﬂ.tbhalaing sfuch materials from the
Carmane. ,
0. ACC Law #5, October 30, 1945, and Allled iigh
Commigsion Law #63, Auggst 31, 1951, whioh Canrive the
.- formar Qerman owners of title to property ta}mn as .
: Teparations, and prwmt any claim from being asnrtod
:,?jgit.h regard to eush property,

| Sanersd Poligy
.3 L1% 18 tho announcad polioy of the United Strtes

‘ba mmnta friendly relations ®ith the Federal Republic of -
ARy on & normal bagis, to bring about effective

b

participation
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umctl‘w obi.' M the !.'f:t" "';f’ut of these cbjeetiv. A
In view bféihst ﬁaller, ‘the sedzed ﬁtrlun documuxtn 111 be
retnrned to the *edora.l Hcpnbuc, ﬂ:ﬂ.rd&'lll el vie 2ggzal
ﬁ.iﬂxta uftrr.d to in meim 2 sub:mx. oaly to whe qualift.
cations Woich appesy in &ctinn 4 auﬂ 3 'cmlo s 15 18 undep-

o 8%ood, however, thet this poldéy- “hrdm» the return or

ﬁacmﬁents doas aot! sover prapm’ty or r1 ghts veated, or which

vere purported to be "esbid, u&dar th- Ir:ding wich the

Luemy Ict. .
4. fThe fcllcmi@ outogcm; o’f?ﬁaterzlals mzy ha

‘retainédy

{&3 Such m:llité.ry, i.ntﬂ.lizinea, eryiivgraphic, toeh-
nologinal ‘67 viher aimiiap Ooeuenfa, as weold, 1
z-atua*nad Jeopardize the naﬂm:ﬂ sacinity interguts
of the Unttad Ststes o its Allies.
(b) Latoaiela emcrnad primardly with, Germen ocenng . |
’bioui#t other stam he Teturm of whilch %ould Joopaydi ze “
the mtionm mour!ty intcrests uf the nited Stat
or »’1(:;-4&1110:;. Bunh magariala relating to tho ocoup: tinn
nf ﬁ‘iu!ﬂly ovuntrieg may YHe ro*m-mi to the “wenectiva
“:l.amﬂ,,y countries, » o
" f{e) 'i?méumnts tendipy to 22arify tho ‘Ms‘l r2g¢ime, or
o . wateh
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deal. ﬂth th- mﬁoﬂ, porml, uﬂ operation
of mi Party mm, except wiere such transfer
would Dot Joo.u'ﬂ.tt tho dmnm way of 111’0 3n the
Fedaral aoptxbm.~

5« In appmww mu, ‘sabjeet to overricing
“political and militaxy” mudumm, geized cocumenis
;_Uhieh wcml& nergally ‘bo roturnod oAy bc retained tonporarily
e tar tho purposes of official research..

Bucinau or other records invoived in enemy property
111:1:&1:105 3!@!! United States, or naval Pecords concerned
- with ship mamts or sbdp rofuelling involved in claims
11..1yati.on uﬁ.nlt the United Bts‘u Government, may be re=-
tained for the parposes of 1itigation, pondl.ng or threatenad,
untn .‘t&tﬁﬂm amncasmnts ate Bade to secure the dew
" sired information or evidence from them.
6o &11 natarials which are uniqualy a part of tna
German sultaral lnritaga will, subject to the provisions
of paragraphs 4 and § pr.cédﬁu, be returned to the Federal
Republic of Gerrany at an early date. |

7. The Federal Bepublic of Cermany may be raguested
to specify cat‘czoriu of materisls which 1t regards as
,urgently rtqnirtd, and to indicute the prior ities according

%o whisct
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to vhich the n:terials awre desired.

%, Representutives of the Fedaral Republis 1.~ de
granted agcess to radorde which are to he returier, suvu,wet
o seeurity considerations and ir acvord:.ce with ..o, o ilsts
administrative arraongement: of tia a2gpective age. ‘s3.

901 Approjriute procedures for the implen~at.iica
tne above policy will te rxorked ocut by Luc.chartmu:a of
2%ate in eonsultation with otﬁar intevesis holdi:r- age cumy.

10, The Departrent of Stats wlll couc 1t v d ar-svo rind
RBritish euthorities on suestions relatinpg to acesrur te 2
cigpogition of selged Gerrsn cdoommentis o Lo the "~y of
malntenanca.of such reccrds helo Jointly oy thne Triled Stulsl

ard the United Kingdom.
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